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FULL COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF H. R. 9281, H. R. 9362, 
H. R. 9738, H. R. 7645, H. R. 8071, AND MISCELLANEOUS REAL 
ESTATE PROJECTS 

Housr or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, March 25, 1958. 


The committee convened at 10 a. m., Hon. Carl Vinson, chairman of 
the committee, presiding. 

The Cuarrman. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Durham, has Subcommittee No. 3 any report it desires to 
submit to the full committee ? 

Mr. DurHam. Mr. Chairman, we have five bills here that were re- 
ported out unanimously by the committee, and all of them have 
favorable reports from the departments, with an amendment or two. 

The first one is a change in the designation of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, changing that to the Bureau of Civil Engineering and for 
other purposes. 

That bill was introduced by Mr. Van Zandt, and that is H. R. 9281. 
It is a bill which would change the name of the Bureau of Yards and 
Docks to the Bureau of Civil Engineering. What the bill would do 
is obvious from its title. The basic reason for the change is that the 
function of the Bureau today has gone far beyond the designation of 
yards and docks. The testimony indicates that the Bureau now in 
addition to dealing with yards and docks deals with all the Shore 
Establishment of the Navy. It even has family housing, the acquisi- 
tion and disposal of real estate, and many similar other activities 
under its jurisdiction. 

The Cuarrman. Then the purpose of the bill is to change the name 
of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, to what name? 

Mr. Duruam. To the Bureau of Civil Engineering. 

The CHarmman. Bureau of Civil Engineering. And the reason for 
that is because the activities of Yards and Docks enter into the field of 
civil engineering ? 

Mr. DurHam. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. And no cost involved ¢ 

Mr. Duruam. No cost involved, except probably about $40, I be- 
lieve it was testified, in changing their seal, isn’t that correct, Mr. 
Kelleher ? 

Mr. Keiiener. Yes, sir, about $40. 

The CuarrmMan. It isapproved by the Navy Department ? 

Mr. Durnam. It is approved by the Navy Department. They have 
no objection to it. 

The CHarrmMan. And unanimously recommended by your com- 
mittee. 

Mr. DurHam. Unanimously recommended. 

The CuarrmMan. Who introduced the bill ? 
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Mr. Duruam. Mr. Van Zandt. 
The Cuarman. Off the record. 
Further statement off the record.) 
he Cuarrman. Probably the new name will accelerate the work, so 
let’s try it. 

Mr. Duruam. All right. 

The Cuarrman. Without objection, we will consider that we favor- 
ably acted on that. We must have a quorum. 

ow, the next one. 

Mr. Duruam. The next one is H. R. 9362 

The Cuarman. Let Mr. Van Zandt report the bill. 

Mr. Duruam. The next bill is H. R. 9362. This is a bill that would 
authorize the Secretary of the Army to convey about 31% acres of land 
to a post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in Anniston, Ala. The 

will pay to the United States the fair market value. The bill in 

its original form provided that payment should be made within 3 

ears after the date of enactment. The subcommittee has amended the 
ill so as to require payment at the time of conveyance. 

This bill was reported unanimously, Mr. Chairman, and I ask a 
favorable report. 

The Cuarrman. Is the conveyance without any monetary considera- 
tion or is it for fair market value ? 

Mr. Duruam. Fair market value. 

The Cuarrman. That isright. That is the way we must have it all. 

All right, without objection, we will 

Mr. Van Zanpr. Mr. Chairman, may I offer a correcting amend- 
ment? It isnot the Veterans of Foreign Wars. It is the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States. 

The Cuarrman. Well, Mr. Van Zandt is an authority not only on 
that but on many other things. 

Mr. Van Zanpr. Thank the chairman. 

The Cuatrman. If that is correct, why, we will correct it according 
to the correct name. 

Mr. Durnam. The amendment is agreeable to me, if that is correct. 

Mr. Van Zanor. The congressional charter says Veterans of For- 
eign Wars of the United States. 

r. DurHam. We should amend it in accordance with the charter. 

The Cuarman. All right. Is that the correct name for it? No 
doubt about that now ? 

Mr. Van Zanvt. The congressional charter says Veterans of For- 
eign Wars of the United States. 
ails e Cuarrman. Let the bill be so amended. Who introduced that 

i 

Mr. Duruam. Mr. Roberts of Alabama. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Durham, report the bill. 

Mr. Bates. What does the Department of the Army say about this, 
Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Durnam. There is no objection. 

Mr. Price. No objection to any of these bills? 

Mr. Duruam. That is right. 

The next, Mr. Chairman, is H. R. 9738. This bill authorizes the 
Secretary of the Navy to convey to the city of Macon, Ga., 5.39 acres 
ofland. The city originally donated this property, together with some 
other property, to the Federal Government. Notwithstanding this 
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fact, the city of Macon will pay to the United States the fair market 
value for the 5.39 acres of land. There was no objection to this bill. 

The Cuarrman. I want to make this statement, that the city of 
Macon gave to the Government some 31 acres of land and now the 
Navy has no use for3 

Mr. Ketxiener. 5.39 acres. 

The Cuatrman. Five acres of ground. And the city of Macon 
wants to get it back. And they are perfectly willing to pay the fair 
market value for the property. 

Mr. Kitpay. Whose district is this in ? 

The CuarrmMan. This is in my district. 

Mr. Kitpay. Excuse me. 

Mr. Bates. Without objection 

Mr. Van Zanprt. Near Milledgeville. 

The CrarrMan. It is pretty close to Milledgeville, about 30 miles. 
Tomorrow I have a bill coming up involving Milledgeville and I hope 
you all will be there. 

Mr. Durham, will you report that bill? 

Mr. Rivers. Without objection. 

The CHarrMan. Without objection. 

All right; the next bill. 

Mr. Durnam. The next bill is H. R. 7645. This bill would au- 
thorize the conveyance by the United States to the State of Wisconsin 
of certain residual rights which the United States has in this property. 
Briefly, the facts are these: In November 1956, the Secretary of the 
Army conveyed certain property to the State of Wisconsin, including 
lands referred to in the bill. The deed of conveyance required that 
the property be used only for National Guard purposes. The State 
has now rearranged its National Guard activities in such fashion as 
to make this land no longer needed for National Guard purposes, 

The bill in its original form provided that the amount to be paid 
by the State would be only that equal to the residual rights retained 
by the Government, these residual rights being the right of recapture 
of the property if it were not used for National Guard purposes, 

The subcommittee felt that in view of the very short time which 
has elapsed since the conveyance of the property to the State that the 
State should pay the fee simple value of the rights held by the United 
States. 

This bill is also recommended unanimously, Mr. Chairman, and I 
move that it be reported. 

The CuHairman. Without objection, for the time being, we will con- 
sider it being favorably acted upon. 

Now, what about 8071 ¢ 

Mr. Duruam. The next bill, 8071, would authorize an exchange of 
lands in Virginia between the Army and the Norfolk Southern Rail- 
way Co, It is probable that the value of lands to be conveyed by the 
United States will be greater than that of the lands received by it 
from the railway. If this is so, the railway will pay the difference 
to the Government. 

The situation is a rather complex one. Boiled down to its essentials, 
however, the railway company has abandoned portions of its line 
serving Fort Story but does maintain electric light and power lines 
through the reservation. 

















5930 


On the other hand, the Government utilizes certain property owned 
by the railway and the end effect of the situation is that both the 
Government and the railway are paying rent to each other. It creates 
a lot of bookkeeping. 

Under the bill, the United States will convey to the railway com- 
pany easements over 13.4 acres while the railway will convey to the 
United States fee title to 11.2 acres and will relinquish to the United 
States a perpetual easement over 9.28 acres. The cost of surveys and 
so forth will be borne by the railway. 

The subcommittee amended the bill to correct an error and we recom- 
mend a favorable report. 

There is no objection to the bill by the Army. 

The Cuarrman. Without objection, the bill will be considered as 
favorably reported. 

Now, any further bills, Mr. Durham / 

Mr. Duruam. No, Mr. Chairman, that is all. 

The Carman. Thank you very much, Mr. Durham. 

Now, the next is a report from Mr. Rivers’ Subcommittee on Real 
Estate and Acquisitions and Disposals. 

Mr. Rivers. Mr. Chairman, your Real Estate and Housing Com- 
mittee had a meeting last week and approved numerous projects. 

Air Force Acquisition No. 417: James Connally AFB, Tex.: land 
for Capehart housing. 

Acquisition No. 414: Turner AFB, Ga., also land for Capehart 
housing. 

Acquisition No. 409: Seattle, Wash., district engineer office. This 
project involves the transfer of certain real estate from the Army to 
the Air Force. 

Acquisition No. 413: McGuire AFB, N. J.; land for Capehart 
housing. 

Acquisition No. 412: Acquisition of property adjacent to Air Force 
Plant No. 48, Stratford, Conn. 

Disposal No. 46: The disposal of Air Force Plant No. 46, Alex- 
andria, Ind. Mr. Chairman, I might say that this disposal will 
effect a saving of an annual maintenance cost of $100,000 to the United 
States. 

Then, for the Army, acquisition of a small area of land adjacent to 
the Army’s cold storage plant in Seattle, Wash. 

Disposal No. 90: Fort Logan Military Reservation, Colo. Most of 
the land at Fort Logan has already been disposed of to the Veterans’ 
Administration. This will complete the disposal of this installation. 

Disposal No. 94: Alaska Communication System, West Seattle 
transmitter site, Seattle, Wash. This involves the disposal of a trans- 
mitter site which is no longer required in the operation of the Alaska 
Communication System. 

Disposal No. 96: Honeycutt Place housing site, Fort Bragg, N. C. 
This involves the disposal of Lanham Act housing used in connection 
with Fort Bragg. I might say, Mr. Chairman, that the disposal of 
this housing is urged by this committee during a special hearing held 
last year on the Capehart housing project for Fort Bragg. 

Then we have the Army Capehart housing program, Mr. Chairman, 
at Louisiana, at Bossier Air Force Base, Forts Baker, Barry, and 
Cronkhite, Calif.; Sandia Base, N. Mex.; and Lompoc Base at Cali- 
fornia. 
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The first one, Mr. Chairman, is 200 units. The second, in Cali- 
fornia, is 98 units. The one at New Mexico is 213 units. At Lompoc 
Base in California is 60 units. 

I should like to say, Mr. Chairman, that with respect to all of the 
disposals which are recommended for approval, neither of the other 
military departments had any requirement for the property involved. 

The subcommittee also wishes to recommend the approval of the 
acquisition of Wheery housing at the following Air Force bases: 
George, Calif.; Scott, Ill; Lackland, Tex.; and Mather, Calif. 

I move a favorable consideration of the foregoing report. 

The Cuarrman. May I ask what became of the disposal relating 
to the property we have been leasing to General Motors? 

Mr. Rivers. Which one, sir? 

Mr. Kewtiener. That was not taken up, Mr. Chairman. It is still 
pending before the committee. 

The Cuarrman. All right, 

Mr. Rivers. That was one of those we decided to defer. 

The Cuarrman. I think that matter should be taken up. From the 
facts in it, it looks like it warrants favorable consideration. 

Mr. Keivener. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. A quorum is now present. 

Any questions to Mr. Rivers? 

(No response. ) 

The Cuarrman. I want to say that I had the privilege of examining 
each and every one of these, going over them with Mr. Kelleher, and 
I think the decision of the committee is well founded, and I think the 
full committee will be warranted in interposing no objection. 

Mr. Rivers. I would like to say, Mr. Chairman—— 

The Cuarrman. If there is no objection from any member of the 
committee—— 

Mr. Rivers. I think our committee is current on all these problems. 

The Cnatrman. If there is no objection, I will advise the De- 
partment. 

Now, members of the committee, the first vote is on H. R. 9281, to 
change the name of the Bureau of Yards and Docks to the Bureau of 
Civil Engineering. 

Without objection, the bill will be favorbaly reported and Mr. Van 
Zandt will report the bill. 

Next bill is 9362 for the sale of some lands. Without objection, tne 
bill will be favorably reported by Mr. Durham. 

The next bill is 9738. Without objection, the bill will be reported 
by Mr. Durham. 

The next bill is 8071 

Mr. Durnam. The chairman ought to report this one. 

The CHarrMan. No, I want you to report it. 

Without objection, it will be reported by Mr. Durham. 

H. R. 7645, without objection, will be reported by Mr. Durham. 

Now, members of the committee, I think we should take a recess 
at least at a quarter to 11 because we have on the floor this morning the 
pay bill and I hope every member will be there and stay there during 
the entire debate of the bill. 

Mr. Gurser. Do we begin at 11 o’clock ¢ 
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The Cuatrman. We go on at 11 o’clock. The general debate is 3 
hours. It will be controlled by Mr. Kilday for the majority and 
by Mr. Gavin for the minority. I hope every member will be there, 
because it is a very important bill and it is a sound bill and isa bill that 
should be passed and which will do great benefit to the services and 
save an immense amount of money in the long run. 

(Whereupon the committee proceeded to further business. ) 
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